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BOOK REVIEWS. 453 

tion (for we have not yet found leisure to do justice to the work) shows that the 
text-revision is carefully made. The introduction of eighty-four pages gives to the 
reader all the necessary information of this most prominent church father. On 
account of the importance of the books of Origen, we hope to give a further anal- 
ysis of Professor Koetschau's edition. p. c. 

Zoroastrianism in the Light of Theosophy. Being a Collection of Selected 
Articles from the Theosophical Literature. Compiled by Nasarvanji F. 
Bilimoria. Pp., 362+xxiv. Bombay: "Blavatsky Lodge," Theosophical 
Society. Madras : Headquarters, Theosophical Society, Adyar. London 
Agents : The Theosophical Publishing Society, 26 Charing Cross, S. W. 
The articles collected in this volume possess different values, and while they 
are full of vague ideas, as is usually the case with theosophical literature, they also 
contain suggestive thoughts, which will prove valuable hints to students of Zoroas- 
trianism. The chief editor, Mr. Nasarvanji F. Bilimoria, is one of the most im- 
portant contributors, and his articles touch upon the most important points, such 
as the "sacred haoma tree." Other writers represented are H. S. Olcott, Khar- 
sedji N. Seervai, N. D. Khandalvala, B. E. Unwala, Walter R. Old, Baker Hud- 
son, and Alexander Wilder. The articles are entitled : "The Spirit of the Zoroas- 
trian Religion," "The Septenary Nature of Man," "The Sun as a Symbol of 
Ahura-Mazda," "Philosophy and Ethics of Zoroaster," "Sun-worship and Fire- 
worship," "Transmigration in the Avesta," "The Ceremonies," etc., etc. A great 
number of the contributors being Parsis, the book may fairly be considered a sign 
of the interest which they take in their venerable religion. The influence of Ma- 
dame Blavatsky and Mrs. Besant upon the style of reasoning is apparent ; but the 
general spirit of the book is praiseworthy, and we cannot do better than to repeat 
the following lines of Prof. W. M. Flinders Petrie, in a letter to the secretary of 
the Parsi Panchayet, Bombay : "I need hardly say how gladly I should do any- 
thing I could to forward research in the Iranian regions ; and what satisfaction it 
is to see the able descendants of so noble a race turning their attention to research 
in their history and origins." p. c. 

Vorlesungen tJBER die Principe der Mechanik. Von Ludwig Boltzmann. 

Erster Theil. Mit sechszehn Figuren. Leipsic : J. A. Barth. 1897. Pp., 

241. Price, 6 M. 
Professor Boltzmann, the versatile and indefatigable occupant of the chair of 
theoretical physics in the University of Vienna, has been hovering of late years 
with peculiar predilection over the problems that unite, or rather separate, physics 
from philosophy, and his views, both from their outspokenness and their intrinsic 
fitness, deserve consideration. Two scientific thinkers seem to have furnished the 
greater part of the stimulus to his reflexions — Hertz and Mach — and in express or 
tacit reference to these men he has developed his views. 



